Knox Town Board Minutes
August 22, 2024 @ 7:30pm

P.O. Box 116 ® Knox, New York ¢ 12107 e Phone 518-872-2551 ¢ www.knoxny.org

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Supervisor Pokorny, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Present on this date:
e Supervisor Pokorny
e Councilman Cyr
e Councilwoman Springer
e Town Clerk Schanz
e Councilman Saddlemire
e Councilman Pritchard
e Highway Superintendent Schanz

Presentations:

Gary Kleppel from the Agricultural Committee spoke to the Board regarding a follow up on the steering
committee for the Farmland Protection Program. The Committee will help inform Town Government of
what farmers need, protect farmers’ rights, and will help expand opportunities and resources for
farmers. Farmers will write the plan from input from the AAC and any and all citizens of Knox that are
interested in participating. The plan will take into consideration the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) are of farming in Knox. A plan will be written shared with the state
and local Board for approval. Funding for the Program will come from NYS ($25,000), the Town of Knox
(51,667) and Cornell Cooperative Extension ($6,666).

RESOLUTION 116-2024 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman
Saddlemire, to allow the steering committee to move forward with developing a proposal for the
Farmland Protection Program. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to allow the steering committee to move forward with developing a proposal for the
Farmland Protection Program.


http://www.knoxny.org/

Dennis Barber approached the Board to ask for permission to dedicate the pavilion the Lou Saddlemire
for the work he has done for the Town. Mr. Barber will pay for the 2x4’ sign to be hung at the pavilion,
and this will only be done with the permission of Mr. Saddlemire.

RESOLUTION 117-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilwoman
Springer, to dedicate the pavilion to Lou Saddlemire, pending permission from Mr. Saddlemire. This
motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to dedicate the pavilion to Lou Saddlemire, pending permission from Mr. Saddlemire.

Public Comment

Don Hemstead questioned why the plow was in the upper parking lot. Ray Weiler, Parks and
Maintenance, stated he had moved it during Pucker Street, and he will move it back down below.

Darcy Cyr approached the Board to ask why her email to the Board in July regarding the issues she saw in
the Park was not addressed. She is concerned that the answer she received from the Supervisor involved
spending more money and possibly raising taxes. She was also concerned that her name was shared as
the complainant and Ray’s wife went to the Cyr house to give her own opinion as to what her husband
does to maintain the park and how she disagreed with Mrs. Cyr’s opinion of how the park looked. Mrs.
Cyr sent a 2" email regarding the visit she had from Mrs. Weiler which was not addressed either. Darcy’s
three main concerns are the Supervisor using his personal email to correspond with residents, and not an
official town email. She believes there should be a policy for addressing tax payer concerns with
consideration for safety, privacy and professionalism, especially when there is the possibility for backlash
from others, and doubts the leaderships ability to take corrective action without spending more tax
dollars.

The Supervisor responded to Mrs. Cyr, stating he uses his personal email because the Town email
is difficult to use. He stated the Town does not have the responsibility to remove her name/email
information from the complaint. Councilman Saddlemire stated that Ray is included on many emails as a
town employee and maybe that is how the information traveled so quickly to Mrs. Weiler. Mrs. Cyr would
like the town to look into the possibility of being able to file a complaint anonymously in the future. The
Supervisor suggested making designated areas of the park for tall grass, pollinating areas, etc.

RESOLUTION 118-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Saddlemire seconded by Councilman
Pritchard, to approve the minutes from the July 2024 meeting as presented. This motion carried
unanimously.

RESOLVED:, to approve the minutes from the July 2024 meeting as presented

The Clerk was asked if she had been approached by Little League for Fall Ball use. The Clerk stated the
League requested to use the field/pavilion every week night and every Saturday through October, as well
as Havoc using the field/pavilion every Sunday for the season. The Clerk has worked days out with the
League through October. While speaking about the pavilion, the Clerk asked why the water had been
turned off at the pavilion, stating she received complaints regarding this and was never informed that the
water had been turned off, placing her in an uncomfortable situation with residents. Councilman Cyr
apologized for not telling the Clerk about the water. This led to further discussion with the Building
Inspector regarding how and why the water was moved and turned off, why plumbing was being worked



on in the concession stand without the correct permits, as only a permit for electrical work. A permit
needs to be issued for the plumbing work to continue. The discussion continued regarding the structural
issues/concerns with the building. The Building Inspector asked what the status of the post being placed
in the building (to carry snow load) was and stated he will not issue a plumbing permit until the plans
designed by the engineer are completed for the structural integrity of the building. The Building
Inspector asked the Supervisor to have a Board member help and/or replace Councilman Cyr because this
is not working for the Town. He stated the concession stand cannot continue to be worked on however
and whenever people want. The Building Inspector stated the water can be re-connected temporarily
with the “non-potable water” sign in place.

RESOLUTION 119-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Saddlemire seconded by Councilman
Pritchard, approving Ray Weiler to re-connect the water temporarily with the “non-potable water” sign in
place at the concession stand. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve Ray Weiler to re-connect the water temporarily with the “non-potable
water” sign in place at the concession stand

Old Business:

e The RFP’s for the Transfer Station rebuild will be due September 10, 2024 at 10:00AM, and they
will be opened that same evening at the board meeting.

e The AUD for 2020 will be done next week.

e The Highway Superintendent reports Street Road will be paved and shoulders added by the end
of next week. Superintendent Schanz states he has not heard back from any contractors
regarding the barn repairs. Councilman Saddlemire will reach out to Falcon Construction again
regarding the barn repairs.

e The Museum repairs will be started soon, in October by Tyler Sigond. Councilman Saddlemire will
reach out to Gary Crewell reading the basement work.

e Councilman Cyr has talked with other contractors regarding the sealing of the basketball court, as
Tony Miller has not responded to Councilman Cyr in a while now. Councilman Cyr has three
quotes for the job. The Board agrees that M4M has the least expensive quote at $800.00 and is
reliable with good recommendations. The money for this project will be taken from budget line
A7140.4. (The Supervisor will double check and make sure this is the right line item)

RESOLUTION 120-2024 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilwoman Springer,
to hire M4M to seal the basketball court, NTE $800.00 This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to hire M4M to seal the basketball court, NTE $800.00

e Ray Wieler, Parks and Maintenance, continues to work on the bridges in the park. He states
someone rode/walked horses over the bridge and broke several boards, so there is more to
repair now.

e The handbook continues to be worked on.



New Business:

e The Planning Board continues to work on the Solar Law. The Town Board will need to hold a
Public Hearing once the Planning Board submits the final proposed law to the Town Board. If this
is submitted to the Town Board in time, the Public Hearing regarding the Solar Law will be held on
September 10, 2024.

e The Pavilion roof needs to be painted. This will be discussed further when budgeting for 2025.

The Clerk asked the Supervisor to add the Berne Library to the September agenda as they would like to
present the 2025 library budget to the Board.

The Clerk announced that Farm Family Day will be held on September 8" at the Patroon Land Farm from
11AM-3PM.

Councilman Cyr thanked Superintendent Schanz for his help in repairing the transfer station truck. The
Town of Guilderland also helped repair the truck.

Supervisor Pokorny thanked the Superintendent for his help with a signpost.

RESOLUTION 121-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Cyr seconded by Councilwoman Springer, to
approve Abstract #008, voucher #’s 220-245 in the General Fund in the amount of $19,714.18 and
voucher #'s 246-261 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $35,524.45. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to Abstract #008, voucher #'s 220-245 in the General Fund in the amount of
$19,714.18 and voucher #'s 246-261 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $35,524.45

RESOLUTION 122-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilwoman
Springer, to approve the Supervisor’s report as presented. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve the Supervisor’s report as presented

RESOLUTION 123-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Cyr seconded by Councilwoman Springer, to
approve the Clerk’s report as presented. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve the Clerk’s report as presented

Councilman Cyr requested the Supervisor ask the Town Lawyer for a letter regarding the Bond process so
that the town has something in writing regarding the process.

The September 10" meeting will have an executive session at the end of the public meeting, not to return
to the public meeting.

RESOLUTION 124-2023 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman
Pritchard to adjourn the meeting. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to adjourn the meeting
Respectfully submitted,
Twck Schang,

Knox Town Clerk



