Knox Town Board Minutes
February 11, 2025

P.O. Box 116 e Knox, New York ¢ 12107 e Phone 518-872-2551 ¢ www.knoxny.org

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Pokorny, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Present on this date:
e Supervisor Pokorny
e Councilman Cyr
e Councilman Pritchard
e Councilman Saddlemire
e Councilwoman Springer
e Town Clerk Schanz
Absent on this date:
¢ Highway Superintendent Schanz

RESOLUTION 038-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Supervisor Pokorny
to suspend the public Board meeting and open the public hearing for Section 8 Housing. This motion
carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to suspend the public meeting and open the public hearing for Section 8 Housing

Nancy Williams from Section 8 Housing gave an overview of how the HUD plan is administered. This
hearing is for the approval of the plan which governs how the Section 8 program is administered. The
plan has been in the Town of Knox since 1995. There are currently 13 people housed within the Town
that currently receive section 8 assistance. Dwellings are required to be inspected once a year. 13 out
of 14 dwellings passed last year, and one is currently being amended to make sure it passed. The
average subsidy that Section 8 pays toward rental costs is $638.00/month.

RESOLUTION 039-2025 A motion was made by Councilman Saddlemire seconded by councilman Cyr to
approve the Section 8 Plan as presented in this public hearing. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve the Section 8 Plan as presented in this public hearing
RESOLUTION 040-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilman Cyr to

close the public hearing and reconvene the public Board meeting. This motion carried unanimously.
RESOLVED: to close the public hearing and reconvene the public Board meeting.


http://www.knoxny.org/

There was a discussion regarding tires that have been dumped on Becker Road. Councilman Saddlemire
noticed a few tires on the road and then saw where a truck with a trailer had backed in and threw off a
bunch of tires. He saw the truck and trailer go past his house early in the morning, approximately
5:00am but it was dark, and he was unable to see clearly enough for a description. The Sheriff’s
Department and DEC have been called and there is an active investigation at this point in time. This is
not the first time it has happened, as there were other tires dumped there previously. Currently it is
estimated that there are approximately 100 tires there or more. Councilman Saddlemire will be in touch
with the investigating agencies, and will update the Board as needed.

Matt Walker stated someone has also dumped construction debris at the entrance to the solar tower.

Supervisor Pokorny reports he has received an application from someone to work at the Transfer
Station. Currently the Town does not have any openings, but the application will be kept on file.

There was a follow-up discussion from last month’s meeting regarding the purchase of a compactor
(hopper) for the transfer station rebuild. This item was approved previously, in 2024. The design is now
complete, and it needs to be ordered now, in time for delivery when the construction is far enough
along to put it in place. Councilman Cyr questioned what line item the funds will come out of. The
Supervisor would like to discuss it with the Bookkeeper for assistance with the specific line item. After
discussing the two line items it could possibly come out of, it was decided that this money would be
taken from the line item A1620.41. If an amendment needs to be made, it will be done at the next
meeting. The total purchase price is $25,956.27 from Wastequip.

RESOLUTION 041-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Saddlemire seconded by Councilman
Pritchard to purchase a compactor/hopper from Wastequip in the amount of $25,956.27 from line item
A1620.41 for the Transfer Station rebuild. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to purchase a compactor/hopper from Wastequip in the amount of $25,956.27 from
line item A1620.41 for the Transfer Station rebuild.

There was a brief discussion regarding the completion of the concession stand. Councilman Saddlemire
has been sick, as has Tom Bauer, the contractor, so they have not connected yet. Councilman Cyr stated
he has been playing phone tag with the T 11 being painted and he continues to wait for that to be done
before he can start on the walls. Councilman Saddlemire asked Councilman Cyr what materials are
already here for the project. Councilman Cyr stated that the T11 is here, just waiting for it to be painted.
Councilman Cyr stated it is for the interior wall coverings, but not all, as some walls require FRP.
Councilman Saddlemire stated he would like to see the plan/drawing and a material list so that items
are not duplicated, since he will be the one meeting with Tom. Councilman Cyr offered to join
Councilman Saddlemire for the meeting. Councilman Saddlemire will has have Ray (Parks Manager) and
Dan (Building Inspector) join them. Councilman Saddlemire asked if Ray could let the contractor in and
also have the contractor reach out to Ray for anything he may need.



Other Brief Updates:
The Bookkeeper is starting to work on the 2021 AUD
The Highway Barn will be repaired by Tom Bauer. He is waiting for the weather to improve.

Tyler Sigond will be working on the Historical Building repairs, and is waiting for the weather for
the weather to improve.

The backboards for the basketball court are compete, Councilman Cyr has to pick them up.
Supervisor Pokorny asked if he would need help and Councilman Cyr said no, he was all set, and he just
had to put them together.

Councilwoman Springer will be working on the review of the employee handbook and will be
ready to provide a report on it next month.

There was a discussion about the salt shed. Supervisor Pokorny was hopeful that if he had addressed
the issue with Lisa Ramundo, he could have a better understating of the situation, but she has not
gotten back to him. The Supervisor has emailed Ms. Ramundo twice and left one phone message. Scott
Duncan has provided plans to the Supervisor to build a salt shed, and he and Highway Superintendent,
Matt Schanz have had a few discussions about building a salt shed. The Supervisor would like to hear
from the County to see if there is anything the Town can do to share the salt shed, or is the Town
officially thrown out. Mr. Hemstead, from the audience stated he really doesn’t understand why all of
the sudden this is a problem. Another audience member stated he understood that several hundred
tons of salt that were taken out of the salt shed on camera and wanted to know where that left the
Town. The Supervisor stated that was more information than he has heard, except he understood that
Matthew (Knox Highway Superintendent) and Scott (County DPW Commissioner) had different
accounting systems. Todd LaGrange from the audience asked if was safe to read between the lines and
say that the Town was thrown out of the County salt shed because the Town has been accused of
stealing salt. Councilman Cyr, Councilwoman Springer and Councilman Saddlemire all agreed that this is
what it is sounding like. Councilman Saddlemire stated the Board received bills tonight to approve over
$14,000.00 worth of salt. Supervisor Pokorny stated he received an offer from Jason Preisner from
Lamont Engineering to help with the design of a salt shed. Supervisor Pokorny stated, in his opinion,
that if Knox can build a salt shed and be independent of the county without it being terribly expensive
that this might be a good idea. Todd Lagrange reminded the Board that the last time the Town has a salt
shed there were lawsuits over well contamination. Councilman Saddlemire stated he felt this option
would be moving backwards. Supervisor Pokorny stated it is a work in progress and they would not do
anything that would get the Town in trouble.

The Supervisor continues to look for an available harassment training course for everyone to take. He
will check with PERMA.

The Board discussed the use of the dog kennel and the upgrades required. The Board would like to
explore other options as the renovations required are too expensive. Supervisor Pokorny said there will
be another grant opportunity this summer. Ray Weiler voiced his concerns over the requirement of
having a water source year round. Right now, it is impossible from the one well we currently use, and
the line freezes in the winter because it cannot be buried any deeper due to bedrock. Questions were



raised about taking dogs to alternate locations such as shelters or DCO’s in other counties, etc. These
options will be explored in the near future.

Laurie Lambertson has had to resign as the Knox Assessor, due to a conflict with the Town of Bethlehem
that arose after Laurie being with us for a year and a half. Heather Weinhold will now be our new
assessor. She also works for the town of Guilderland, and has received clearance from Guilderland
Town Supervisor Peter Barber, to work for Knox as well.

RESOLUTION 042-2025 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilman Cyr to
accept the resignation of Laurie Lambertson, with many thanks for her service. This motion carried
unanimously.

RESOLVED: to accept the resignation of Laurie Lambertson, with many thanks for her service

RESOLUTION 043-2025 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilman Cyr to
appoint Heather Weinhold as Knox Assessor, effective immediately, with a term ending October 1, 2025.
This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to appoint Heather Weinhold as Knox Assessor, effective immediately, with a term
ending October 1, 2025.

The position of Assessor will be advertised near the end of the term to see if anyone else would like to
apply.

RESOLUTION 044-2025 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilman Pritchard
to appoint Glenn Pulito as the Knox resident liaison to the Berne Library. This motion carried
unanimously.

RESOLVED: to appoint Glenn Pulito as the Knox resident liaison to the Berne Library

There was a brief discussion to review the new combination locks at the Transfer Station and who needs
to have to code. The Supervisor now has a complete list of who to provide the code to.

Councilman Cyr presented the Board with quotes for tree removals in the 3 cemeteries as preventative
maintenance. One quote for each cemetery were provided by Wyatt Muller. The quotes total
$8,300.00. There is only $1,500.00 in the cemetery budget. It may be possible to move money into the
cemetery line, but the Supervisor would like to speak with the Bookkeeper to see what is best.

RESOLUTION 045-2025 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman
Pritchard to approve the minutes from the last meeting as presented. This motion carried unanimously.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes from the last meeting as presented

RESOLUTION 046-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilman Cyr to
approve the payment Paychex in the amount of $1,166.01 This motion carried unanimously.
RESOLVED: to pay Paychex in the amount of $1,166.01



RESOLUTION 047-2025 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilman Pritchard
to approve the payment of Abstract 014 with voucher # 424 in the Highway Fund in the amount of
$8,504.94. This motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve the voucher of Abstract 014 with voucher # 424 in the Highway Fund in
the amount of $8,504.94.

RESOLUTION 048-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Saddlemire seconded by Councilman
Pritchard to approve the payment of Abstract 002, voucher #'s 008-034 in the amount of $11,145.85
in the General Fund, and voucher #’s 035-043 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $18,899.05. This
motion carried unanimously.

RESOLVED: to approve payment of Abstract 002, voucher #'s 008-034 in the amount of
$11,145.85 in the General Fund, and voucher #’s 035-043 in the Highway Fund in the amount of
$18,899.05

The Clerk informed the Board that she has had two residents call her to complain about a bill they
received from the Town of Knox for EMS services (which are provided by Guilderland EMS). One
resident provided a copy of the bill she had received, where it clearly states the bill is from the Town of
Knox. The resident informed the Clerk that when she called the phone # on the bill, she was told that
the Town of Knox would take her to collections if the bill wasn’t paid. This was not the condition when
contracting with Guilderland EMS for services. The Supervisor will reach out to Guilderland EMS for
clarification.

RESOLUTION 049-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Cyr seconded by Councilman Saddlemire to
accept the Clerk’s report as presented. This motion carried unanimously.
RESOLVED: to accept the Clerk’s report as presented

RESOLUTION 050-2025 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman
Pritchard to accept the Supervisor’s account balances report as presented. This motion carried
unanimously.

RESOLVED: to accept the Supervisor’s account balances report as presented

Ernie Cuppernall approached the Supervisor and Board to request that the next time they reappoint him
to a Board, to please reach out to him first. He was reappointed to the ZBA without any communication.
He is happy to serve but would appreciate a conversation prior to the appointment.

RESOLUTION 051-2025 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilwoman
Springer to adjourn the meeting. This motion carried unanimously.
RESOLVED: to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
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Traci Schanz
Knox Town Clerk



