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Minutes:  July 11, 2024  
Present:  Garry Bunzey, Pat Catchpole, Betty Ketcham, Todd LaGrange, Zachery Martineau, 
Deb Nelson and alternate member Deirdre Keating.   
Also attending: Agricultural Advisory Committee Chairman Gary Kleppel, Bartolo Morales 
representing US Light Energy and Knox resident Darcy Cyr 

 

The meeting began at 7:30 PM. Chairman Garry Bunzey started roll call and established the 
presence of a quorum.  
 
Meeting minutes from June were reviewed, and a minor correction was made.  
 
Todd made a motion to accept the June meeting minutes as corrected, Pat seconded and  
the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Chairman Garry Bunzey shared updates regarding the Reservoir Road project. Pat Catchpole 
and Garry attended the Fire Commissioners meeting where Travis Rosencrans presented 
alternatives to the 14 foot wide access road by adding turn around/pull off areas, instead of 
the proposed 20 foot width for the entire road. They did not vote on it, and Travis will return 
next month with a more detailed proposal.   
 
There has been some review from the Army Corps of Engineers, but no jurisdictional decision 
has been made regarding the wetland.  
 
Albany County Planning Board stated the Knox Planning Board needs to modify local approval 
to include any wetland disturbances. Any wetland disturbances will require notification to, 
and review by the Army Corps of Engineers. This is stated in section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act. They also recommended the NYS Dep’t of Environmental Conservation Region 4 should 
review the presence of the Long Eared Bat. Betty will prepare the paperwork for ACPB review. 
 

The Decommissioning bond for the Knox 2 Solar project has come in and has been accepted. 
The project has been sold to another entity.  
 
Gary Kleppel spoke about a meeting the Agricultural Advisory Committee held on July 1st to 
discuss advantages for “farmland protection planning.” They will ask the Town Board for 
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approval to apply for a $25,000 grant to develop a farmland protection plan (FPP). Planning 
Board members received a list of benefits of a farmland protection plan.  
 
Gary Kleppel then shifted his presentation to discuss how Solar Grazing is managed and 
some of its benefits. It is a business deal between a shepherd contractor and the solar project 
developer/operator.  It produces food and fiber, can create opportunities for shepherd 
contractors, minimize pollution and damage to the facility and improve soil. Fencing should 
be chain link, either 8 feet high, or 6 feet with barbed wire at the top and should reach the 
ground to deter predators. If the developer doesn’t provide a well, the contractor would 
provide an adequate tote of water for the animals. Pollinator friendly flower mix can be 
planted around the facility but pasture mix should be planted inside the facility to ensure the 
health of the animals. Escapement prevention is essential to keeping livestock. The 
contractor would provide enough livestock to ensure that the vegetation is kept below the 
height of the solar panels and would not allow overgrazing. Contractor would decide when to 
deploy livestock to the site, and when to remove them. The grazing season typically extends 
from April or May till late October or early November. Veterinary care would be accessible and 
contractor would provide an emergency contact phone number that would be posted on 
signs around the facility. Contractor would also hold liability insurance for the animals.   
 
Planning Board members will further discuss and consider the idea of Solar Grazing being 
included in the new solar law. There are reservations regarding telling the developers what to 
do with land they purchased, and possible liability of sheep near the solar systems. An 
addendum with recommendations about solar grazing could be made available.    
 
Knox resident Darcy Cyr said she did not receive a letter regarding the public hearing for 
Reservoir Road. She stated her concern is that she will be able to see the solar farm from her 
property, and also potentially hear it. Planning Board members conveyed to her it will likely 
not be visible from her house. New Leaf did visual assessments from the properties that are 
going to be closest to the array. The primary noise is going to be from the inverters which will 
not be able to be heard from neighboring properties.   
 
Planning Board members reviewed edits and additions for the new Solar Law they’re in the 
process of developing. They discussed size range categories in megawatts, reviews of 
decommissioning bonds, and construction deadlines for future solar projects. Planning 
Board will make the changes discussed and have final review and public hearing at their next 
meeting. The proposed Solar Law will then go to the Town Board on August 22nd, 2024 

 
It was discussed how the Town of Westerlo has recently abolished their Planning Board.  
  
Chairman Garry Bunzey made a motion to adjourn, Todd seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.   
The next meeting will be held on Thursday August 8th, 2024.  
Respectfully submitted by Emily Griffith, Planning Board Secretary  


