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Minutes: August 8™, 2024

Present: Garry Bunzey, Pat Catchpole, Betty Ketcham, Todd LaGrange, Zachery Martineau,
Deb Nelson.

Absent: Alternate member Deirdre Keating.

Also attending: Bartolo Morales representing US Light Energy, Al Gaige, Eric Malcolm, Amy
Pokorny.

The meeting began at 7:30 PM. Chairman Garry Bunzey started roll call and established the
presence of a quorum.

Meeting minutes from July were reviewed, and a minor correction was made.

Betty made a motion to accept the July minutes as corrected, Pat seconded and the
motion passed unanimously

The Solar Law public hearing began. Planning board members agreed upon not closing the
hearing at this meeting, and leaving it open for additional comment for another 10 days.
Public hearing will be closed on August 22", 2024,

Kilowatt limits were discussed, as well as decibel levels of sounds. It was also brought up
how after solar sites are done being used they will need to be returned to an “acceptable
state” rather than its original state. Planning Board members discussed how after 15 months
beyond getting approval, if nothing has been done, the project will be considered abandoned.
They will need to submit a new application and site plan to the Planning Board for review.
Costing estimates were discussed, as well as decommissioning bond approvals and large
scale energy storage proposals.

Amy Pokorny stood in front of the Planning Board to make comments on the proposed Solar
Law.

Bartolo Morales representing US Light Energy stood in front of the planning board to make
comments on the proposed Solar Law, regarding the 500 foot setbacks to Solar Farms. He
stated it should apply to non participants instead of participants. This could potentially affect
the ability to sell in the future. He proposed a reduction of setback from 200 to 100.


http://www.knoxny.org/

People will be allowed to ask for an extension beyond the 18 month approval if nothing has
been done, otherwise the bond will be forfeited.

Public discussion was closed, but the hearing was left open for additional comments till
August 22", 2024.

Eric Malcolm residing at 2233 Helderberg Trail, stood in front of the Planning Board to propose
a “one cut” division of the property. Planning Board members told him there needs to be more
than 3 acres to split, as the minimum lot size is 3 acres. A proposed one cut would not be
allowed considering the lot only has 2.56 acres.

Todd made a motion to adjourn, Pat seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday September 12", 2024.

Respectfully submitted by Emily Griffith, Planning Board Secretary.



