
 
Knox Town Board Minutes 

October 8, 2024 @ 7:00pm 
P.O. Box 116 • Knox, New York • 12107 • Phone 518-872-2551 • www.knoxny.org 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Pokorny, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Present on this date:  

• Supervisor Pokorny 

• Councilman Cyr 

• Councilwoman Springer 

• Councilman Pritchard  

• Town Clerk Schanz  
Not present on this date: 

• Highway Superintendent Schanz 

• Councilman Saddlemire 

Public Hearing: 

RESOLUTION 131-2024 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilman Cyr to 

suspend the public meeting and open the Public Hearing on Public Law 1-2024 Solar Energy Systems 

Regulations. This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to suspend the public meeting and open the Public Hearing on Public Law 1-2024 

Solar Energy Systems Regulations. 

Public Hearing Comments 

Ed Ackroyd:  Mr. Ackroyd clarified that he is not in a prime land location, but he is in an Agricultural area.  

He voiced his concerns regarding the lack of a decibel reading in the local law, and who supplies the 

appropriate reading for determining adverse noise levels. He would like to see a specific decibel rating 

noted in the law. He voiced his concerns over the financial assurance aspect of the law.  Mr. Ackroyd 

would like to know if the financial responsibility falls on the homeowner or the town for 

decommissioning.  He would like to know if the system initially installed on a property is transferrable to a 

new owner if the land is sold or given to someone else. Mr. Ackroyd asked whose insurance would cover 

the town employee on official business when accessing the private property. Mr. Ackroyd’s largest 

complaint regarding this law is the 500’ buffer required for large-scale solar.  He believes this set back is 

out of line and would like to see it changed to 150’. He states this is too large of an area and would not 

allow him to complete a large-scale project on his property. 

Bartolo Morales:  Mr. Morales represents US Light Energy.  He would like to propose that the current 

setbacks/buffer in the draft of the law be changed from 500’ to 250’.  He stated this draft does not make 

http://www.knoxny.org/


any difference between occupied dwelling, participant or no participant.  He would like the draft changed 

to state,250’ from a participating dwelling, with the belief that  the property owners have should have the 

right to decide how comfortable they are with the proximity of the solar farm to their house.  

RESOLUTION 132-2024 - A motion was made by Supervisor Pokorny seconded by Councilwoman Springer 

to close the Public Hearing on Public Law 1-2024 Solar Energy Systems Regulations and reconvene the 

public meeting. This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to close the Public Hearing on Public Law 1-2024 Solar Energy Systems Regulations 

and reconvene the public meeting 

There was a brief discussion regarding the proposed Solar Law, the expiration date of the solar 

moratorium, which is believed to be the end of October 2024.  It was stated that the Albany County 

Planning Board had received the proposed law and upon review, made no changes.  Councilwoman 

Springer would like to see the law passed as proposed.  Supervisor Pokorny would like to see the set back 

changed from 500’ to 250’.  Garry Bunzey, Chair of the Planning Board, stated that the set back was 

determined by the Board based on the idea of dividing property again, and if the solar array property 

were divided, that the remaining property still has 3 acres, and that the new division does not have an 

array immediately in its back yard. Mr. Bunzey also stated property owners can request a variance and go 

through that process if they feel the current proposed law is too strenuous for their property.  This could 

be done on a case-by-case basis. 

RESOLUTION 133-2024 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer to accept the Solar Law as 

presented.  This motion was not seconded, and therefore withdrawn. This will be discussed and possibly 

voted on at the next meeting to be held on October 15,2024. 

Presentations:  Jason Preisner from Lamont provided a Transfer Staton review since the bid process.  The 

bids have been reviewed, the lowest bidders’ references have been reviewed and have done work with 

Lamont on previous projects and there were no issues.  The original cost of the project was projected to 

be approximately $750,000.00, and the lowest bid came in at $1,044,000.00, which includes a $49,750.00 

allowance which is not a cost to the town unless it is incurred. This allowance acts as a contingency that is 

built into the bid in case an issue arises during construction. Jason spoke with contractors regarding 

deducts to reduce the cost of the project. These deducts would be for pavement, site materials and for 

the box beam guiderail.  Further discussion for cost reduction revolved around the town installing a 

french drain.  The deducts would bring the bid cost down to $950,000.00.  Supervisor Pokorney stated 

the town did receive a $10,000.00 grant for HVAC work.  Councilwoman Springer asked if the town could 

put the project back out to bid, since all bids came in over the original projected cost. Mr. Preisner 

responded that a re-bid was an option, but in his experience, re-bids come in higher than the original 

bids.  He stated he believes this happens because not all of the same contractors will bid again, because 

companies know the current bid and in general will not go lower.  When asked to explain the discrepancy 

between the projected cost and bid amounts received, Mr. Preisner stated the concrete and sitework 

were underestimated for this project, which is why the bids came in higher than projected.  The bulk of 

the project costs are the sitework and concrete. He also stated that he spoke with 3 local contractors who 

were interested in the project but were too busy to take it on at this time. Mr. Preisner states the bids 

received are legitimate. This discussion continued with the Clerk asking what the bank thought about the 

extra required monies needed for the project and how the difference was going to be made-up.  The 

Supervisor stated that the Bank will only Bond the amount originally asked for which was $800,000.00 



and that his plan would be to take the $400,000.00 from the Maintenance and Repairs budget line, divide 

it in two, and create an additional budget line for $200,000.00 specifically to make up the difference in 

cost. He states he has spoken with the Bookkeeper and Attorneys about this, and it is an option.  When 

asked how this may affect any town emergency that may happen, the Supervisor stated that the 

$400,000.00 has not been used since he has been in office, and there would still be $200,000.00 

available.  The Supervisor also mentioned that the Board needs to decide on a 10 or 12 year loan, with 

interest rates of 4.35% and 4.40% respectively.  Mr. Preisner states the contractor is willing to hold the 

bid price until November.  The Supervisor reminded the Board that the 3 remaining questions to be 

discussed further are whether the AMZ bid is accepted, a loan for 10 or 12 years, and if the Board is 

agreeable to putting aside the $200,000.00 to cover the overrun in the amount of the project.  

Public Comment:  Amy Pokorny approached the Board regarding an EPA program that provides advice 

and guidance to improve the towns recreational opportunities and farmland.  The EPA would provide 

information about any available grants, for attracting tourism, increasing job opportunities, etc. There is 

an application process that Amy would like to begin with the Boards approval.  The Board is fine with Amy 

moving forward. 

Old Business: 

RESOLUTION 134-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilwoman 

Springer to accept the meeting minutes from September 2024 as presented. This motion carried 

unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to accept the meeting minutes from September 2024 as presented 

Dog Kennel:  The Supervisor spoke with Ag and Markets and states the current person who inspects the 

Town kennels states it is ok to use the Berne Kennels.  (the Bene Kennel is still under construction to 

accept additional dogs) Further discussions need to take place regarding payment of the Berne Kennel 

and current DCO position/payment if the town contracts with the Berne Kennel.  

Concession Stand:  The Supervisor and Councilman Cyr need to meet with the Building Inspector to 

discuss a few things.  The supervisor states the post for the pavilion has been worked out, meaning the 

post was not put in, but Jason Preisner signed off on the existing structure with the current blocking in 

place. 

AUD update:  Budget journal moves need to be completed in order to complete 2020 AUD. The moves 

are as follows: 

Budget Journal Moves 2020  Credit  Debit   Amount 

Planning Board from Zoning Board  A8020.4  A8010.4   $ 320.97 

Parks from Contingency   A7140.4  A1910.4   $ 13,314.19 

Tax Collector from Contingency  A1330.4  A1910.4   $ 154.81 

Ambulance from Contingency   A4540.4  A1910.4   $ 75.00 

Youth Programs from Contingency  A7310.4  A1910.4   $ 381.78 

Machinery from CHIP   DA5130.2  DA3501   $ 49,500.00 



RESOLUTION 135-2024 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman Cyr to 

accept the Budget Journal Moves from 2020 as presented. This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to accept the Budget Journal Moves from 2020 as presented 

Historical Building Update:  A bid has been received from Tom at Dee’s Construction for the foundation 

work on the building. A grant in the amount of $19,000.00 has been received for this work.  This bid has 

come in at $10,000.00.  There have been other contractors who looked at the job but did not place a bid.  

Councilman Cyr would like to see a list of the other names of contractors who looked at the job.  Al Gage 

(resident) asked about a previous conversation at a meeting regarding the town having $7,000.00 left 

over from something that might be used for this project.  The Supervisor did not recall this conversation 

but will look into it.  Further discussion will take place regarding this bid at the next board meeting. 

Basketball Court Backboards:  Councilman Cyr will bring both boards to be powder coated for a total cost 

of $300.00. 

Park Bridges:  Ray and Russ went to look at the bridge work together that Ray has been working on. Ray 

has spent $4,856.22 on materials and $443.00 in labor.  There is money still available from the grant that 

could possibly be used for more materials and park tables.  

Handbook: Emily continues to work on typing up the handbook part time 

Bozie Hallow Road: As a follow up to a previous discussion at last month’s meeting, the Supervisor spoke 

with the property owner who put in the original request to close the road, to inform her that the Town of 

Knox would not be creating a turn around.  There is a rod and gun club that could be used as an alternate 

turn around. There would have to be signage installed stating the road was closed and people must turn 

around.  The Supervisor will speak with Highway Superintendent Schanz about signage and get his 

thoughts on this alternative. 

Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator job description changes: The Building and Zoning Administrator, 

Dan Sherman, was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, but submitted a job title and description change to 

the Board for their review. Dan Sherman and Richie Loucks currently share the responsibilities of 

inspections and code enforcement. The BZA would like to split the jobs into more specific descriptions 

and titles.  Councilman Cyr asked why they want to split the positions, and the Supervisor thought the 

answer would be to focus on each aspect of the description but will table the topic for now until the BZA 

can attend and explain further about the changes he would like to see. 

2025 Budget:  While working on the 2025 budget, the Supervisor has increased salaries of elected and 

appointed people by 4%, and the employees by 9% in the tentative budget.  He entered the increase in 

ambulance services for Helderberg, and an increase in Berne library.  Councilwoman Springer stated she 

wished the Supervisor had discussed raises with the Board prior to discussing it in public. 

Call Boxes:  The Supervisor is part of a community project/committee around emergency call boxes.  

Currently, there are 2 call boxes, each located at the rescue squad buildings.  No one is sure if these call 

boxes are in working order.  The committee would like to add a call box at the Town Hall or Firehouse.  

The Supervisor only wanted to inform the Board.  There is no expectation to do anything at this time.  



The Clerk asked for clarification on which water company is being used, as she has received different bills 

from different companies for different departments within the town.  Clarification needs to be made 

prior to entering the invoices into the voucher system. 

The Clerk informed the Board that the BKW Senior class has asked if they can hold an Election Day bake 

sale to raise funds for the Senior Class trip.  The Board is fine with this and the Clerk will let the class 

advisor know. 

The Clerk informed the Board of a conversation she had with an employee at the Transfer Station 

regarding new fees that the Albany Landfill is charging for mattresses, as well as an increase in fees for 

tire pick up.  The Landfill now charges $25/mattress and the car tires have increased from $3 to $5 each.  

After a brief discussion the Board decided that these fees will be passed onto residents beginning on 

November 2, 2024.  This information will be posted to the website as well as at the transfer station to 

make residents aware of the changes.  

RESOLUTION 136-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Supervisor Pokorny to 

charge residents to dispose of mattresses and increase the fee for tires. This motion carried unanimously 

4:0. 

RESOLVED: to charge residents to dispose of mattresses and increase the fee for tires 

 

The Clerk also asked for an update on the light tower for the transfer station on behalf of the employees, 

as it is difficult to see at night during the winter months.  The Supervisor has been working on this with 

the County and it has been held up in the legal process.  Amy Pokorny asked if the Clerk had ordered 

more transfer station permit stickers.  The Clerk had not been asked to do so by anyone but will check 

into it.  

RESOLUTION 137-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilwoman 

Springer to pay $60.00 for a Christmas Tree to participate in the Festival of Trees lighting ceremony this 

December. This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to pay $60.00 for a Christmas Tree to participate in the Festival of Trees lighting 

ceremony this December. 

The Supervisor reports that the Highway Superintendent is requesting a new fuel tank at the Highway 

Garage, as the current tank has a leak.  Matthew Landauer has a tank available for $6000.00. 

RESOLUTION 138-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Pritchard seconded by Councilman Cyr to 

purchase a replacement fuel tank in the amount of $6000.00 for the Highway Garage. This motion carried 

unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to purchase a replacement fuel tank in the amount of $6000.00 for the Highway 

Garage 

The job description for Ray Weiler will be discussed at the next meeting.  All Board members have 

received the information but are not ready to discuss it at this meeting. 

RESOLUTION 139-2024 - A motion was made by Councilman Cyr seconded by Councilman Pritchard, to 

approve Abstract #010, voucher #’s 291-307 and 319 in the General Fund in the amount of $10,548.57 



and voucher #’s 308-318 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $20,117.46. This motion carried 

unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to approve Abstract #010, voucher #’s 291-307 and 319 in the General Fund in the 

amount of $10,548.57 and voucher #’s 308-318 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $20,117.46 

RESOLUTION 140-2024 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Supervisor Pokorny 

to accept the Clerk’s report for last month and this month as presented. This motion carried unanimously 

4:0. 

RESOLVED: to accept the Clerk’s report for last month and this month as presented. 

RESOLUTION 141-2024 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman 

Pritchard to accept the Supervisor’s report as presented. This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

RESOLVED: to accept the Supervisor’s report as presented 

The Clerk informed the Board that she had been asked by the Highway Superintendent and the 

Comptrollers Office to complete a NYSLRS Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution.  This is a 

form/calculation that establishes a standard work day for positions held by elected and/or appointed 

officials and is reported to the retirement system.  The resolution from NYSLRS reads as follows: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Knox hereby established the following standard work days for these 

titles (Highway Superintendent) and the Town of Knox will report the officials to the New York State and 

Local Retirement based on their record of activities. 

RESOLUTION 142-2024 – A motion was made by Councilman Cyr seconded by Supervisor Pokorny to 

approve the Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for Highway Superintendent Matthew 

Schanz.  This motion carried unanimously 4:0. 

 RESOLVED:  to approve the Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for Highway 

Superintendent Matthew Schanz 

RESOLUTION 143-2023 - A motion was made by Councilwoman Springer seconded by Councilman 

Pritchard to adjourn the meeting. This motion carried unanimously. 

RESOLVED: to adjourn the meeting  

Respectfully submitted, 
Traci Schanz 
 Knox Town Clerk 
 

 

 


